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Diseases of the Vulva, 

Vagina, Cervix, and Uterus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information for         

Health Care Providers  

 

Are gynecologic precancers and cancers in      

children and adolescents very rare?  What are 

the various conditions seen? 

 

VULVAR CANCER-  Very rare.  Precancer is 

seen more often than cancer. However, this   

condition is also rare.  It may be associated with 

immunosuppressed states. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VAGINAL CANCER– While rare, it does  

occur. 

 -Rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) is the most 

 common soft tissue sarcoma seen in  

 children.  

 -Sarcoma botryoides) is the most       

 common RMS.  

  

CERVICAL CANCER– This condition is rarely 

seen in children and adolescents.   

 -Start Pap smear screening at age 21.   

 -Start HPV testing at age 30. 

  

UTERINE/ENDOMETRIAL CANCER– This  

condition is very rare. 

 -Gestational trophoblastic disease  

 -Endometrial adenocarcinoma   

 (potentially associated with                 

 polycystic ovarian syndrome) 
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Childhood Gynecologic Cancer Association is a  

registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization   

interested in helping patients and families      

affected by vulvar, vaginal, cervical, uterine or 

ovarian cancer.   

Education is of utmost importance, for patients 

and families as well as for  health care         pro-

viders.   
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VAGINAL CANCER–  RhaďdoŵǇosaƌĐoŵa ;RMSͿ is 
the ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ soft tissue saƌĐoŵa seeŶ iŶ Đhil-
dƌeŶ.  SaƌĐoŵa ďotƌǇoides is the ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ 
RMS. Otheƌ tuŵoƌs iŶĐlude Ǉolk saĐk    tuŵoƌ aŶd 
ǀagiŶal adeŶoĐaƌĐiŶoŵa.     
  

CERVICAL CANCER– This ĐoŶditioŶ haƌdlǇ eǀeƌ     
oĐĐuƌs iŶ ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd adolesĐeŶts.  SĐƌeeŶiŶg ǁith 
ĐǇtologǇ is Ŷot ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded uŶtil age Ϯϭ.  HPV 
testiŶg is Ŷot ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded uŶtil age ϯϬ.  HPV ǀaĐ-
ĐiŶatioŶ is ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded aŶd appƌoǀed foƌ giƌls 
aŶd ďoǇs. 
 

UTERINE/ENDOMETRIAL CANCER–   GestatioŶal 
tƌophoďlastiĐ disease ;GTDͿ is ƌaƌelǇ seeŶ iŶ        
ĐhildƌeŶ, ďut ŵaǇ oĐĐuƌ iŶ adolesĐeŶts.                 
AdolesĐeŶts aƌe at aŶ iŶĐƌeased ƌisk foƌ this         
disease. GTD ĐoŶsists of paƌtial, Đoŵplete ŵolaƌ 
pƌegŶaŶĐies, plaĐeŶtal site tƌophoďlastiĐ tuŵoƌs 
aŶd ĐhoƌioĐaƌĐiŶoŵas.    
 

EŶdoŵetƌial adeŶoĐaƌĐiŶoŵa iŶ the adolesĐeŶt is 
eǆtƌeŵelǇ ƌaƌe. 
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VULVAR CANCER AND PRE-CANCER 
Vulǀaƌ ŵaligŶaŶĐies iŶ the pediatƌiĐ aŶd adolesĐeŶt 

populatioŶ aƌe ǀeƌǇ ƌaƌe.  Vulǀaƌ pƌeĐaŶĐeƌ ƌelated to 

huŵaŶ papilloŵa ǀiƌus ;HPVͿ is ďeiŶg diagŶosed iŶ 

the adolesĐeŶt populatioŶ ǁith aŶ iŶĐƌeasiŶg         

fƌeƋueŶĐǇ.   

Precancerous Conditions of the Vulva 

 TERMINOLOGY ;ϮϬϭϮͿ     

Loǁ gƌade sƋuaŵous iŶtƌaepithelial lesioŶs ;LSILͿ

High gƌade sƋuaŵous iŶtƌaepithelial lesioŶ ;HISLͿ 

VIN, diffeƌeŶtiated tǇpe 

CuƌƌeŶtlǇ, appƌoǆiŵatelǇ 8Ϭ% of patieŶts ǁith HSIL 
aƌe HPV positiǀe.  PatieŶts ŵaǇ ďe asǇŵptoŵatiĐ oƌ 
ĐoŵplaiŶ of itĐhiŶg oƌ ďuƌŶiŶg. 

TƌeatŵeŶt: SuƌgeƌǇ ;VIN diffeƌeŶtiated, HSILͿ, Laseƌ 
;HSILͿ ;IŵpoƌtaŶt to eŶĐouƌage sŵokiŶg ĐessatioŶͿ 

HPV ǀaĐĐiŶatioŶ is aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt disĐussioŶ to haǀe 
ǁith patieŶts. IŶ the adolesĐeŶts ǁith ĐoŶdǇloŵa 
aŶd/oƌ LSIL oƌ HSIL; disĐussioŶ of HPV ǀaĐĐiŶatioŶ is 
still iŵpoƌtaŶt.  It is uŶlikelǇ that patieŶts ǁill haǀe 
ďeeŶ eǆposed to all tǇpes of HPV that aƌe iŶ the ǀaĐ-
ĐiŶes.   

Vulǀaƌ ĐaŶĐeƌs:  ŵelaŶoŵas, leioŵǇosaƌĐoŵas,     
lǇŵphoŵas  aŶd ŶeuƌoeŶdoĐƌiŶe tuŵoƌs. 

 


